





Vol. IX. 


THE 


OBSERVATOR. 


Ona Pamphlet, Entituled, The True Ufe of a Stanch Church Jury, which fhews the Pradfice of 
Bribing and Packing of Furies to be reviv'd, as inthe late Arbitrary Reigns. On the Addreffes 
from Minehead and Hereford, their afferting Paffrve Obedience, and Reflections on Dif 
fenters and Mederate Churchmen. Queries to thofe Addreffers. 


the Enfuing Elettin of Sheriffs. 





From (qfennelaap, June 7, to 


Saturday, June to. 1710. 





Countrym. | muft defire your Opinion, Matter, of 

a Sheet brought you t’other Day, 
Entituled, The True Ufe of a True Stanch Jury, 
prattically explain'd, by an Eminent Attorney at 
Law, for which be is now under Confinement by Or- 
der of the High Court of Chancery. - 

Obf. Lhave perus’d it, Roger, and take. it to 
be fuch an Inftance of the Practices of the Fa@tion, 
as fuits very well with the Principles they pub: 
lifh every Day in their Addreffes: We 
may {ee by the latter, that did their Power an- 
{wer their Inclinations they would hang eve- 
ry. Whig in Great Britain as Traitors, and damn 
"em as Schifmaticks; and by theformer, that 
they. would not leave them one Bit of Property 
in their Eftates. Mr. South, the Northampton 
Attorney, mention’d in the Paper, would act the 
very fame Thing over again that was pra¢tic’d in 
the High-Church Reigns of King Charles and 
King James Il. when’twas enough for any Man 
to lofe his Caufe, tho ever fo Juft, if he had. 
but the Name of a Whig ; every Man who re- 
members thofe Times muft own the Truth of 
this;the Inftances were fo frequent ; I was witnefs, 
to fome of them myfelf, and particularly to 
one, wherein a Noble Peer, tho’ he had gain’d 
his Caufe in the Common-pleas, where a Popifh' 
Attorney of the Contrary Side was forc’d to: 
flink out of Court for fear of being taken up for’ 
forging a Deed, the Marks of his Forgery ap-: 
peared fo evident to the Bench, yet that fame 
Noble Peer loft the fame Caufe in the King's- 
Bench, upona New Hearing, when Wright was 
Lord Chief Juttice, there being aJury pack’d for 
the Purpofe, and the Bench fuffictently prepar'd: 
by Principle, as wellas Inftru€tion, to Brow-beat 
his Lordthip, who was the late Lord Wharton, 
when the Lord Chief Juttice Wright treated him 
no way {uitable tohis Quality and CharaCter ; but 
it being in a Popith and High-Church Reign, 
fuch Practices were reckon’d Meritorious inftead 
of being Criminal ; tho’ I very well remember 
that when the Verdict «as brought in there was 
a Murmur in Court, and feveral of thofe who 
heard it could not forbear faying openly, that 
they never knew any Thing more Corrupt. : 

Countrym.’ Tis our Happinefs now, Matter, that. 
our Benches are tilld with Judges of another 
Character, otherwife confidering how Rampant: 
the Tories are at prefent, and how many She- 
riffs there are of their Principles in the Nation ; 
we fhould have daily Inftances of fuch crying 
Unjuttice; we have no reafon to doubt this 
fince we have had one {o lately, that tho a Fel- 
Jow was taken in open Rebellion, with. his 
Sword drawn, and narrowly mifsd killing a 
Captain of Her Majefty’s Guards, yet the Jury 
could not find it High Treafon ; nay, Mafer, tho’ 
it was adjudged to bea Crime Worthy of Death 


a 


to pull down Bawdy-Houfes in the Reign of K. 
Charles I, yet the Faction will fcaree allow it 
to be a Crime now to burn and pull down 
Meeting-houtes, where the Doctrine of the 
Church of England is preach’'d : The Diffenting 
Minifters oblig’d to declare their affent toit, and 
tho’ thofe Meeting-Houfes be as much under 
the Proteétion of the Law as our Churches. 

Obf. You may fee, Roger, by the Addrefs 
from Hereford, that the Pulle of the FaGtion 
beats fo high againit the Toleration, that they 
{ollicite Her Majefty to leave the Church in fuch 
a Condition, that She may not be diftra@ed by 
what they call Schifm, and arraign the Poor 
Little Schools of the Diffenters in the Language 
of that Trumpeter of Sedition, Sacheverels, 
which I take to be a Watch Word for the Party at 
next Opportunity to burn and pull ’em down, as 
they did their Meeting-houfes, and this they may 
do with fo much the more Grace, becaufe they 
alledge them to be againtt Law, and that they 
teach Do@trines deftru@tive both to Church and 
State, tho’? one would think the; Vindication of 
thofe Academies by Mr. Samuel Palmer, nowa 
Conformift, from that unjutt Afperfion, might 
have ftopp’d their Mouths as to this Pcint ; and 
perhaps fome of the Perfons concern’d in that 
Addrefs might be able to affert the contrary 
from their own Experience, did not Fa¢tion 
pervert their Judgment: This is exaétly the 
PraGice of Julian the Apoftate, who to root out 
Chriftianity would allow the Chriftians no 
Schools, and perfectly agrees to the Pattern fet 
the Faction by their Grand Patron Lewis xIv, 
who deftioy’d the Univerfities of the French Pro- 
teliants, to prevent the {preading of their Do- 
Ctrineand Difcipline, which was the fame with 
that of our Diflenters ; but I would fain know 
of thofe Gentlemen, whether this Charge does 
not reach the Meeting-houfles, as well as thofe 
Poor Academies, for the fame Doétrine is 
taught in the one that is taught in the other ; 
and if fo, how this agrees with the Profeflions 
of the Party, that they are for Liberty, to Cone 
fciences truly fcrupulous ; or how they will re 
concile it to the Preface of their Occalional Bill ? 
Wherein they declare Perfecution to be againtt 
the Principles. of the Church of England, 
2. Whether any fuch DoGrines againft our Con- 
ftitution are taught in thofe Academies, as thofe 
taughtin the Univerfity of Oxford, which the 
Houfe of Lords orderd to be burnt lately by 
the Hand of the Hangman? 3. Whether this 
RefleGion does not reach to the Univerfities of 
Scotland, ratitied for ever by the Union ? And if 
fo, whether thofe Addreffes don’t fly in the Face 
of the Union, which Her Majelty accounts the 





greateft Glory of Her Reign ? 4. Whether thofe 
Gentlemens calling Refiltarce en 
rine 


if Wy - 
t . 3 


oa = 
——— 
=. 


Numb, 42. 


A Caveat to the City again/t 




















~ — 


r= 
ener 


x 
% al — 


- . — oy " _ —_ i ~ > 
—. - aul . 3 - , = = - ~~ a < r ox gen “ “ = a Pan 
— = ee erties z 3 
SS = » os ve ee ig al - »> ‘Ss > - » a ee - i = — — 
tae ee el rele a = a = i —_ a SS ———- ee ~~ > —e ~_ . nn . ‘5 
ahaa ~ ae er Peas: see ee . as SS Se == =~ : . > nse ag ene 
; ere ee a ie — ~~ = wed a oe — — = = ee —— a ia 


—s 


=# 


ae - 


ae 


pres a : — 


6 
2 ee 


P: a s= 
a Eat 


dine does not damn the Declaration of Rights, 
a the Claufe of the 1ft of Wand AZ, Seff. 2. 
Cap. 2 which abfolves us from our Allegiance to 
any King or Queen that turns Papift, or 
marries a Papift; and. if fo, whether they 
fhould not addrefs thatthe faid A& and 
Declaration of Rights may be tore. out 
of the Statute Book, and burnt by the Hand of 
the Hangman? 5. Whether it be not the Defign 
of the Fa¢tion to have that A@& repealed by 
their New Parliament, into which they would 
hector Her Majefty> 6. Whether their Slavith 
Dottrine of Paflive-obedience and Non-reliftance 
does not as effectually blow up our Parliament, 
as Guy Faux and their other Popifh Brethren 
would have done with Gunpowder ? For if it 
be not Lawful to refift Princes on any.Pretence 
whatfoever, our Parliaments fignifie nothing, 
fince any~Prince that pleafes may levy Money 
without their Confent, cafs and annul all their 
Laws by Proclamations, as K. James II. did 
thofe of Great Britain and Ireland, eftablifhing 
the Reformation, and overturn our whole Con- 
ftitution with Impunity? 6. Whether this 
Do4trine of the Unlawfulnets of refifting Princes, 
even in the Cafe of Tyranny and Oppreffion, 
asin the Adinebead Addrefs, be not more fuitable 
to Sir Jacob Banks's Swedifo Education, than to 
that of Englifo Gentlemen? 7. Whether the 
Benefit that Swedex and Denmark have reaped 
by that Principle, and the uncontroulable Autho- 
rity of the prefent King of Sweden,by which he en- 
dangered his own Life, loft a Gallant Army, and 
bid fair to ruin his Kingdom, be proper to re- 
commend it to the People of Great Britain ¢ 
8. Whether this Doctrine be not equivalent to 
the Decree that the Rebellious Tyrant Syl/z 
forc’'d from the Roman Senate, viz. that they 


fhould*approve all that he had done, and all, 
that he fhould do? 9. Whether it be not paral-' 


lel to: the Oath which the Saxon Chronicle tells 
us a greats many People took to K. Edward 
the Elder, at’ Cambridge, viz. to will what be 
willed ? 10. How our Addreffers can have the 


Affurance to fay that this is the Doctrine of the. 


Church of England, when the contrary is fo ma- 
nifeftly prov'd by the Lord Bifhop of Sarum 


and Oxford, in their Speeches againft Sacheverell, 


by the Convocatior#Books, in the Relgns of Q. 
Eliz. K. ames, and K. Charles, when the Con- 
vocations approved the Afliftance thofe Princes 
gave to the Scots, Dutch, and French Proteftants, 
who refifted their. Refpective Tyrannical Sove- 
reigns, gave them Money to fupport them init, 
and order’d Prayers through all England for their 
Succefs ; and by the Office for the 5th of No- 
vember, wherein the Church bleffes God_ for 
bringing King William over to deliver Her from 
Popifh Tyranny and Arbitrary Power, 
and for making all Oppofition fall before him, 
till he became our King and Sovereign ? 11. Since 
the Faction willneeds have it that St. Paul for-: 
bad Refiftance in any Cafe whatever, even to Ne- 
ro, in whofe Time he wrote, how they can re- 
concile it to their Divine, Indefeafible, Heredi- 
tary Right, fince Sweton, in his Life informs us, 
thathe and his Mother poifon’d the Emperor 
Claudius, and that he ufurp’d the’ Throne from 
Britannicns, the Emperor Claudins’s own Son, 
whereas Nero was but his Son-in-law 2 12. Whe- 
ther this DoGtrine of theirs does not make the 
Apoftle an Approver of King-killing Principles, 
and an Enemy to Hereditary Right. 

Countrym. You have choak’d the FaGtion with 


more Queltions already.Mafter 
be able to anfwer, Their Sonia “ 
fuch, and their Biafs to Slavery fo fir ee 4 
the People of Great Britain will fea it Let that 
they are leading them not tothe Fleih me that 
Onions of Egypt, but to the Slavery of * ant 
Brick without Straw, and by Confequence iP 
make a fevere Turn upon them ; bur I Matt hg om 
a little more talk with you of their ne wly nae 
Practice of bribing Sheritfs, and Minder Shela 
to pack Juries ; 1 take it tobea Fair Warni : 
to our Citizens to be careful what Men te 
chufe for Sheriffs at the Enfuing Election, ” 

Obf. I make no doubt but they will, Roger. 
the Noble City of London has formerly fuferg 
fo much by bad Lord Mayors and Sheriffs 
one would think they fhould need no Caution - 
they have had fuch Lord Mayors as deferved 33 
well to be thrown down from the Monument 
as fome of the Roman Confuls did fiom the ‘Ce. 
pitol, for invading the Liberty of the City, ang 
{uch Sheriffs as deferv’d the like Treatment : no- 
body can difpute this, who remembers that 
(ome Magiftrates of this City did formerly re- 
duce her toa Village, by furrendering her Char- 
ter; that they pack’d Juries to deftroy their bef 
Patriots,and to hx their Heads on Guild-hall,and 
their Quarters on the City Gates. Contidering the 
prefent Fury and Infolence of the Fa@ion, and 
how much the Returns of Juries, who have our 
Lives and Effates in their Hands, is in the Power 
of Sheriffs, and what Influence thofe Magiftrates 
have in Elections of Parliament Men, whe are 
our Guardians under God, for all that is Valua- 
ble to us in Things Civil or Sacred, ’tis the In- 
tereft of the Honeit Citizens to be more than or- 
dinary careful in their Choice of Sheriffs: They 
may remember no doubt, that the Noble Col. 
Sidney was murdered by a pack’d Jury upon the 
Tefiimony of one Perjured Evidence, and a Si- 
militude of Hands, for uniting againft the Do- 
Ctrine of Non-refiftance. Let our Honourable 
Lieutenancy and Honeft Common-Council-men 
confider this, and of what Dangerous Confequence 
it may be to them and. other Honelt Citizens 
who have by Addreffles, or otherwife, approved 
the Proceedings of Parliament againft Dr. Sache- 
verell for his Paflive-obedience and Nonerefiftance : 
and let the Sheriffs and others look to it that 
burnt the Oxford Decree : There are plainer Proofs 
of thofe Faés than there were againtt Col. Sidney 
fo that one of Mr. Soxth’s Stanch Church Juries 
will-do their Bufinefs effeCually, if they can get 
Sheriffs to return them 3; efpecially if the Tories 
can get a Parliament to their Mind ; for we know 
that the Order of the Houfe of Commons could 
not prevent Speaker Williams from being prole- 
cuted ; andan Affociation, tho? drawn up in 
Parliament, was Caufe enough to profecute the 
Earl of Shaftsbury tor High-Treafon : But more of 
sy a Time, tho’ a Word is enough to 
the Wile. 


that 


N. B, In ourlaft, Col. 4. 1. 13. for Geogeaphicat 
r. Graphical, 1. 33. dele sent, 


Advertifement. 


(haere. who haveany Thing to communicate to the 


J Authors of this Paper, are defir’d to dire¢t it to be lett 
with B. Bragge in Pater. Nofter-Row, or Mr. Janeway, 





Poft paid. Where Advertifements are taken in, and theic 
Papers are to be had Single, or in Volumes. 
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